
 

 

 
Progressive Foreign Policy Debrief  

Intel for Advocacy 
 

Win Without War’s Debrief this week will focus on Donald Trump’s upcoming State of the Union 
address  

 
TOPLINE TAKEAWAY 

 
● The state of our national security is uncertain and chaotic. 

 
TRUMP IS ENDANGERING U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY 

 
We should know by now that Trump’s SOTU speech will be full of bluster and lies, and nowhere 
will that be more evident that on national security. We can assume that Trump will claim he’s 
been “the best” at protecting us, but here’s the reality:  
 

1. Trump is determined to kill the IRAN nuclear deal and create conflict with Tehran.  
 

● Killing the deal will eliminate restrictions on Iran’s nuclear program and open up 
pathways for Iran to build a bomb.  
 

● The Iran deal doesn’t need to be fixed. It is working and Iran is complying. The 
International Atomic Energy Agency and our own intelligence agencies say so. 
 

● Killing the deal will put the U.S. back on a path to war with Iran. 
 

2. Trump is dragging the United States into a war with NORTH KOREA. 
 

● Because of his threatening tweets and reckless rhetoric, the current crisis with 
North Korea is largely one of Trump’s own making.  
 

● Experts called Trump’s plan for a “limited strike” on North Korea “insane,” and 
said it would likely lead to full scale war that could turn nuclear.  
 

● War with North Korea -- in Defense Secretary James Mattis’s words -- would be 
“catastrophic.”  
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/29/opinion/is-trump-going-to-lie-our-way-into-war-with-iran.html
https://www.vox.com/world/2017/11/29/16707804/trump-iran-war-nuclear-deal-saudi-arabia
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/iaea-confirms-iran-is-meeting-its-commitments-under-nuclear-deal/2017/11/13/8d9b9fb0-c893-11e7-b0cf-7689a9f2d84e_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/29/opinion/is-trump-going-to-lie-our-way-into-war-with-iran.html
https://www.vox.com/2017/12/21/16803216/north-korea-trump-war
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/08/23/trumps-nuclear-crisis-was-of-his-own-making/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/01/22/limited-strikes-on-north-korea-would-be-an-unlimited-disaster/
http://winwithoutwar.org/experts-say-trumps-bloody-nose-strike-plan-on-north-korea-is-insane/
https://www.cnn.com/2017/11/30/opinions/millions-could-die-in-a-war-with-north-korea-opinion-gallego-lieu/index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/mattis-war-north-korea-catastrophic/story?id=49146747


 

 

○ North Korea could cause tens of thousands of casualties in South Korea 
using conventional weapons during the first hours of an armed conflict.  
 

○ The Pentagon concluded recently that in the event of a conflict, North 
Korea would likely use chemical and biological weapons. 
 

○ The Joint Chiefs of Staff stated in an August 2017 letter that a military 
option would require “a ground invasion,” which could result in the death 
of thousands or even millions in the first few days of fighting. 
 

● Recent diplomatic efforts between North and South Korea have shown promise:  
 

○ Both sides will march together during the Winter Olympic opening 
ceremonies. 
 

○ Both sides agreed to further talks. 
 

● Diplomacy is the only way to rein in and end North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program.  
 

● Polls show Americans overwhelmingly support diplomacy over military action with 
North Korea.  

 
3. THE PENTAGON doesn’t need any more money. 
 

● The Pentagon’s budget is at historic highs; DOD has been an unprecedented 
spending spree since 2001. 
 

○ Barack Obama spent more at the Pentagon during his two terms than 
George W. Bush did, and no one felt that George W. Bush spent too little.  

 
○ Pentagon spending is already at historically high levels: Today, the U.S. 

spends $100 billion more than it spent on average during the Cold War.  
 

○ Take it from Gen. David Petraeus who said: “there is no crisis in military 
readiness.” 

 
● The Pentagon budget is already bloated with wasteful spending. For example:  

 
○  A recently exposed internal DOD study found “$125 billion in 

administrative waste in its business operations.” 
 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R44994.pdf
https://lieu.house.gov/sites/lieu.house.gov/files/Response%20to%20TWL-RG%20Letter%20on%20NK.pdf
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-lieu-leads-16-veteran-member-statement-dangers-ground-invasion-north
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/poll-americans-fear-north-korea-rise-n811986
http://www.dw.com/en/international-gallup-poll-diplomacy-rather-than-war-with-north-korea/a-40861749
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/OHanlon_FINAL.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-myth-of-a-u-s-military-readiness-crisis-1470783221
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/pentagon-buries-evidence-of-125-billion-in-bureaucratic-waste/2016/12/05/e0668c76-9af6-11e6-a0ed-ab0774c1eaa5_story.html?utm_campaign=buffer&utm_content=buffer6c7c0&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_term=.2ddad5555702


 

 

○ The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is estimated $160 billion over-budget and 
years behind schedule. 
 

○ The Pentagon cannot even undergo a a full financial audit which means 
we don’t fully understand where the Pentagon spends its money. 
Increasing the budget would mean throwing good money after bad.  

 
● The State Department and USAID play pivotal roles in U.S. national security yet 

Trump is slashing their budgets by more than 30 percent.  
  

○ A letter from 121 retired generals and admirals said Trump’s military 
spending spree at the expense of U.S. diplomacy undermines national 
security.  
 

○ Trump’s own Defense Secretary, James Mattis, has said that not fully 
funding State and USAID makes conflict more likely. In 2013, Mattis 
testified to Congress:  “If you cut the State Department’s budget, then you 
need to buy me more bullets.” 
 

○ Funding to increase stability and engagement overseas costs just one 
percent of the overall money spent by Congress each year; at the same 
time, it provides for global stability, opens new markets, and prevents the 
need for the United States to be the world’s police force.  

 
● Federal spending on education, health care, and clean energy creates more jobs 

than Pentagon spending does.  
 

○ The primary beneficiaries of more Pentagon spending are defense 
industry executives.  
 

○ By contrast, a 2011 University of Massachusetts report finds, 
“investments in the green economy, health care and education will 
produce between about 50 to 140 percent more jobs than if the same 
amount of money were spent by the Pentagon.”  

 
● The U.S. spends more on its military than anyone else in the world.  

 
○ The U.S. already spends more on the military than the next 7 countries 

combined, many of which are our allies.  
 

http://www.gao.gov/assets/670/669619.pdf#page=9
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/throwing-money-the-pentagon-wont-make-us-safer-19589
http://www.usglc.org/downloads/2017/02/FY18_International_Affairs_Budget_House_Senate.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2017/02/27/retired-generals-cite-past-comments-from-mattis-while-opposing-trumps-proposed-foreign-aid-cuts/?utm_term=.86f30b5e01c1
https://thinkprogress.org/study-funding-progressive-domestic-priorities-creates-at-least-50-percent-more-jobs-than-military-12fd6372d4f1/
https://www.peri.umass.edu/media/k2/attachments/spending_priorities_PERI.pdf
https://www.peri.umass.edu/media/k2/attachments/spending_priorities_PERI.pdf
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2016/jan/13/barack-obama/obama-us-spends-more-military-next-8-nations-combi/


 

 

○ The U.S. spends one-third of all global military expenditures, our allies 
spend another one-third combined.  
 

○ The U.S. spends three times more than China, and ten times more than 
Russia.  

 
4. Trump is abandoning America’s commitments to combat CLIMATE CHANGE. 

 
● Without U.S. participation in the Paris Climate Accord, rising atmospheric 

temperatures, already causing extreme weather and natural disasters worldwide, 
will more quickly reach the point of no return. 
  

● Climate changes is already fueling wars and terrorist recruitment, and causing 
refugee crises and mass migration.  
 

● By withdrawing from Paris, Trump abdicated U.S. leadership on climate change 
and damaged American credibility on the international stage. 
 

● Climate change is a global problem that requires global cooperative solutions. 
Trump’s “America First” mantra reverses decades of progress.  

 
5. Trump is waging UNAUTHORIZED WARS IN SYRIA AND YEMEN. 

 
● Without Congressional authorization, the Trump administration is continuing to 

fuel the Saudi-led coalition’s war in Yemen, which has killed thousands and 
caused the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.  

 
● Trump wants U.S. troops to be in Syria “indefinitely.” His administration says they 

would be there for two missions, neither of which have Congressional 
authorization and both of which are illegal: regime change in Syria and 
confronting Iran. 

  
TRUMP IS ABANDONING OUR CORE AMERICAN VALUES 

 
1. Trump’s MUSLIM AND REFUGEE BANS are un-American. 

 
● Refugees and immigrants help create the backbone of America’s economic and 

cultural engine. Therefore… 
 

● … we should be welcoming refugees and immigrants of all races, religions and 
nationalities are fleeing war, persecution, or economic insecurity.  
 

http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20170424-world-military-spending-increases-in-the-u-s-europe-decreases-in-oilexporting-countries
http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20170424-world-military-spending-increases-in-the-u-s-europe-decreases-in-oilexporting-countries
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change-fuelling-global-wars-conflict-world-syria-africa-global-warming-un-secretary-general-a7525431.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/apr/20/climate-change-will-fuel-terrorism-recruitment-adelphi-report-says
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/climate-change-refugees_us_59506463e4b0da2c731c5e73
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/21/devastating-climate-change-could-see-one-million-migrants-a-year-entering-eu-by-2100
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/12/climate/bonn-climate-change.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/11/13/house-yemen-civil-war-authorization-244868
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/29/opinion/is-trump-going-to-lie-our-way-into-war-with-iran.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/23/opinion/syria-tillerson-constitution-trump.html
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/5-projects-that-show-immigrants-are-the-heart-of-a/


 

 

2. Trump’s BAN ON TRANSGENDER TROOPS in the military disrespects our 
servicemembers and harms national security.  
 

● Thousands of transgender troops are serving willingly, honorably, and ably in the 
U.S. military.  
 

● Equality is a force-multiplier.  
 

3. Under Trump, the State Department is ABANDONING HUMAN RIGHTS promotion 
as a cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy. 
 

● The United States is at its best when it puts American values and human rights at 
the forefront of its foreign and national security policy.  
 

● Downgrading human rights promotion allows abusers around the world to 
continue jailing, torturing, displacing, and murdering without consequence -- 
making the United States and the world less safe. 
 

● This year, we spent $650 billion on the Pentagon and border security, dwarfing 
the $58 billion spent on global aid and diplomacy. Trump’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, Nikki Haley, even bragged about reducing American funding to 
the UN. 

 
PROGRESSIVES HAVE BETTER SOLUTIONS TO SOLVING NATIONAL 

SECURITY PROBLEMS 
 

● The Iran deal is keeping us safe, blocking all paths to an Iranian nuclear weapon, and 
preventing war. We must uphold the Iran nuclear deal and push back against any efforts 
that will kill it.  
 

● The only way to rein in North Korea’s nuclear program is through negotiation. In the 
words of Secretary of Defense James Mattis, war would be catastrophic.  
 

● The Pentagon’s budget is already bloated and mismanaged; we don’t need to continue 
throwing more money into its coffers.  
 

● Climate change is a national security threat. We must remain in the Paris Accord and 
continue to lead on solutions.  
 

https://iava.org/press-release/trumps-transgender-ban-in-military-vigorously-opposed-by-veterans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2017/12/20/lets-grade-the-state-department-memo-on-balancing-interests-and-values/?utm_term=.2c0b7afd3685
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/115th-congress-2017-2018/costestimate/rulescommitteeprint115-55-c.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2017/12/26/politics/nikki-haley-un-budget/index.html
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/12/u-s-and-israel-just-admitted-the-iran-deal-is-worth-keeping.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/07/iran-nuclear-deal-two-years/533556/
http://msmagazine.com/blog/2018/01/25/can-avoid-war-north-korea-listen-women-peacemakers/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/north-korea/2017-12-21/north-korea-deal
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/mattis-war-north-korea-catastrophic/story?id=49146747
https://www.propublica.org/article/trumps-defense-secretary-cites-climate-change-national-security-challenge


 

 

●  We need to push Congress to debate and vote on unauthorized U.S. military action in 
the Middle East and beyond.  
 

● Banning anyone from the United States who is seeking refugee or a better life for 
themselves and their families is simply un-American.  
 

● We must live our values while promoting them. Putting human rights on the back-burner 
of our foreign policy harms our security. 

 
BURIED LEDES 

 
Oxfam: “The richest 1 percent bagged 82 percent of wealth created last year -- poorest half of 
humanity got nothing.” 
 
How Islamophobia is fueling opposition to the Iran nuclear agreement.  
 
Europe needs to step up and protect the Iran deal with diplomatic and legal threats.  
 
Sen. Tom Cotton, who’s rumored to be Trump’s next CIA director, has an “unflinching 
willingness, in pursuit of an agenda, to say things that aren’t true.” 
 
Only 33 percent of Americans support military action to stop North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons program. … 
 
… And for good reason. A “limited strike”on North Korea “is like punching a man holding a 
grenade.”  
 
Meanwhile, dozens of House members have a pretty good plan to rein in North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons program. 
 
And finally, Sen. Tammy Duckworth has a message for “Cadet Bone Spurs”: “If you cared about 
our military, you’d stop baiting Kim Jong Un into a war that could put 85,000 American 
troops, and millions of innocent civilians, in danger.” 
 
 
 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-01-22/richest-1-percent-bagged-82-percent-wealth-created-last-year
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-rashid-iran-deal_us_5a60bcf0e4b01f3bca590a04
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/01/23/europe-must-fight-to-preserve-the-iran-deal/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/01/tom-cotton-is-dangerously-deceptive.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/01/tom-cotton-is-dangerously-deceptive.html
https://thenib.com/who-wants-to-bomb-north-korea?t=default
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/01/22/limited-strikes-on-north-korea-would-be-an-unlimited-disaster/
http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/A-plan-to-end-the-nuclear-crisis-with-North-Korea-12508949.php
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2018/01/21/sen-tammy-duckworth-who-lost-her-legs-in-iraq-calls-trump-a-five-deferment-draft-dodger/?utm_term=.1a7b69919a56

