
 

  

Progressive Foreign Policy Debrief  
Intel for Advocacy 

 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: To cap off Women’s History Month, every article, op-ed, essay, and blog post 
linked in ​our Debrief​ on March 30 was written by a woman. We also stated our commitment to 
be more inclusive well beyond March. In that spirit, we’d be remiss if we didn’t highlight an 
important piece this week by our colleagues Alexandra Bell and Kelsey Davenport, on what they 
dubbed “the marticle,” or an article on national security issues quoting only men as sources. 
They note that while yes, reporters can do better, so can we. They explain how ​here​.    

 
TOPLINE TAKEAWAYS  

 
● Just like in Iraq, Iran deal opponents want to kick out the inspectors before they’ve 

finished their work.  
 

● When you promote a torturer, you promote torture.  
 

● Why start more wars when we haven’t finished the ones we’re already in? 
 

TRUMP, A ‘DOG AND PONY SHOW,’ AND A NEW PATH TO WAR WITH 
IRAN 

 
The United States and its allies and partners have been working for more than a decade to rein 
in Iran’s nuclear program -- a process only seriously accelerated by President Obama. And after 
many thousands of hours of diplomacy, debate, media coverage, blood, sweat, tears, and a lot 
of luck, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was signed in July of 2015 and 
implemented in January of 2016.  
 
Now, we’re about a week away from the years of painstakingly difficult work to block Iran from 
building a nuclear weapon going down the toilet, all because of ​one man’s fragile ego​.  
 
Actually to be more accurate, it’s because of Donald Trump’s fragile ego aided by years of lies 
and misinformation cooked up by neocons and their allies in an effort to either kill diplomacy 
with Iran or, after the JCPOA’s implementation, kill the deal itself and put the United States back 
on a path to war (on that last point, don’t take our word for it, the UN Secretary General ​said as 
much this week​). 
 
They will all own the consequences of killing the Iran deal. ​(You can read about what those 
consequences will be ​here​.) 

http://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Progressive-Foreign-Policy-Debrief-March-30-2018.pdf
https://www.poynter.org/news/behold-marticle-primer-how-avoid-only-quoting-men-sources
https://www.gq.com/story/donald-trump-undo-obama
https://twitter.com/Jerusalem_Post/status/992060070602182656
https://twitter.com/Jerusalem_Post/status/992060070602182656
https://www.niacouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/May-12-Memo.pdf


 

  

 
So will Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who aided their cause this week with what 
many called a “​dog and pony show​” seemingly intended to convince Trump to put the final nail 
in the Iran deal’s coffin by suggesting Iran was cheating on the JCPOA. 
 
In fact, the thrust of Netanyahu’s presentation -- basically an intel dump about Iran’s past work 
on a nuclear weapon -- has been well known for some time, a point (if you don’t believe U.S. 
intelligence or the IAEA) confirmed by:  
 
Former Israeli National Security Advisor ​Uzi Arad 
Former head of Israel’s Atomic Energy Commission ​Uzi Eilam 
Former Mossad Director ​Danny Yatom 
Former CIA Director ​Michael Hayden 
EU Foreign Affairs High Representative ​Federica Mogherini 
Former Energy Secretary ​Ernest Moniz 
Ret. Adm. ​James Stavridis  
(Iran deal opponent) ​Sen. Bob Corker  
And​ ​a host​ of observers, analysts, and ​non-proliferation experts​.  
 
BIBI AND TRUMP ACTUALLY MADE A CASE FOR THE DEAL 
 
After Bibi’s speech, the White House issued a statement confirming that Iran indeed ​had​ (as 
opposed to ​has​, as it originally said before a correction) a nuclear weapons program, thereby 
inadvertently making the case that we should probably try to have something in place to prevent 
that from restarting (like the JCPOA!). 
 
Former Secretary of State John Kerry ​pointed this out​. ​As​ ​did​ ​our European allies​, ​Moniz​ ​and 
many​, ​many​, ​many​, ​many​ ​others​.  
 
THOSE WHO WERE AGAINST THE DEAL SAY TRUMP NEEDS TO KEEP IT 
 
Reps. ​Mac Thornberry​ and ​Eliot Engel​, and Sens. ​Jeff Flake​, ​Rand Paul​, ​Ben Cardin​, and 
Shelley Moore Capito​ all voted against the Iran deal in a congressional vote and are now saying 
that Trump should not scrap it.  
 
Even ​Max Boot​ and ​Jennifer Rubin​, both very vocal opponents of the JCPOA, say it’s a ​bad 
idea​ for Trump to withdraw.  
 
RESOURCES  
 

● Talking points on the JCPOA and Netanyahu’s speech [​LINK​] 
● Diplomacy Works Digest, 5/4/18 [​LINK​] 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/05/01/netanyahus-informercial-for-the-iran-deal/
https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-5247532,00.html
https://en.qantara.de/content/ex-head-of-israeli-nuclear-agency-netanyahus-iran-speech-is-history
https://twitter.com/Martin_Indyk/status/991615959298342913
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/michael-hayden-former-cia-director-concerns-iran-nuclear-deal-cbsn-interview-tuesday-2018-05-01/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/01/middleeast/israel-iran-nuclear-evidence-analysis/index.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/netanyahu-presentation-offers-more-reason-to-stay-in-iran-deal-says-former-energy-secretary-moniz
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/netanyahu-s-info-iran-nukes-known-u-s-intelligence-years-n870456
https://www.timesofisrael.com/top-republican-senator-netanyahus-iran-presentation-adds-nothing-new/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/01/opinion/benjamin-netanyahu-nuclear-nothingburger.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/01/opinion/netanyahu-iran.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/01/middleeast/israel-iran-nuclear-evidence-analysis/index.html
http://twitter.com/JohnKerry/status/991400032736825344
https://lobelog.com/netanyahu-makes-a-case-for-the-jcpoa/
https://lobelog.com/white-house-joins-netanyahu-in-making-case-for-iran-deal/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/01/607371182/israel-says-iran-lied-european-leaders-say-thats-exactly-why-nuclear-deal-matter?utm_campaign=storyshare&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/netanyahu-presentation-offers-more-reason-to-stay-in-iran-deal-says-former-energy-secretary-moniz
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/05/02/netanyahus-iran-lied-presentation-shows-why-trump-should-keep-the-nuke-deal/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/04/netanyahus-big-speech-against-the-iran-deal-unwittingly-made-the-case-for-keeping-it.html
http://twitter.com/jstreetdotorg/status/991005834548301824
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/did-israel-inadvertently-make-case-for-staying-in-nuke-agreement/
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/01/why-netayahus-revelations-should-make-trump-uphold-the-iran-nuclear-deal.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/iran-nuclear-deal-donald-trump-netanyahu-syria-us-a8331381.html
https://www.c-span.org/video/?444706-2/newsmakers-representative-mac-thornberry
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/ryan-alerted-trump-might-scrap-iran-deal-over-terrorism/article/2620632
http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/384731-gop-anxiety-grows-over-trumps-iran-decision
http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/384731-gop-anxiety-grows-over-trumps-iran-decision
https://www.cardin.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/cardin-calls-on-trump-not-to-violate-iran-nuclear-deal
http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/384731-gop-anxiety-grows-over-trumps-iran-decision
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2018/05/01/trump-should-strengthen-the-iran-nuclear-deal-not-blow-it-up/?utm_term=.384914ffde93
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/right-turn/wp/2018/04/03/if-we-walk-away-from-the-iran-nuclear-deal-what-then/?utm_term=.19bf27b2527d
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/right-turn/wp/2018/05/01/the-frightful-incompetence-of-the-white-house-should-counsel-caution-on-the-iran-deal/?utm_term=.05f332c6e22c
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/right-turn/wp/2018/05/01/the-frightful-incompetence-of-the-white-house-should-counsel-caution-on-the-iran-deal/?utm_term=.05f332c6e22c
http://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Special-Progressive-Foreign-Policy-Debrief-April307-2018.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/74151df64095/diplomacy-works-digest?e=823e74ff90


 

  

● TAKE ACTION: Tell Congress: Speak up, save the Iran deal [​LINK​] 
● Nuclear Threat Initiative interactive on the Iran deal [​LINK​] 
● POLL: 56 percent support the Iran deal, just 26 percent oppose [​LINK​] 
● “Trump May Already Be Violating the Iran Deal,” the Atlantic [​LINK​] 
● “UN chief urges Donald Trump not to scrap Iran nuclear deal,” Reuters [​LINK​] 
● “If Trump shreds the Iran deal, it'll be a huge geopolitical mistake,” NY Daily News [​LINK​] 
● “Trump is on the verge of a disastrous decision on Iran.” LA Times [​LINK​] 
● “To Win a Nobel, Trump Should Look to the Iran Deal,” NY Times [​LINK​] 
● “Killing the Iran deal would be a fatal mistake,” Chicago Tribune [​LINK​] 
● “Trump team's typo and Netanyahu's fluff can't obscure Iran deal stakes,” CNN [​LINK​] 
● “That was no typo on Iran’s nuclear program,” The Iranian [​LINK​] 

 
WHEN YOU PROMOTE A TORTURER, YOU PROMOTE TORTURE 

 
Infamous Iraq war architect and former Secretary of State Condi Rice has something to say 
about torture. This week she offered a common refrain from those defending CIA Director 
nominee Gina Haspel -- who played a key role in Bush’s torture program: making decisions after 
9/11 was hard, give us a break.  
 
“You have no idea the pressures that we faced to try and make sure that this country wasn't 
attacked again,” Rice ​said​. “I am offended that people who were not there and who didn't have 
to make the tough decisions now want to second-guess.”  
 
There are a few problems with Rice’s argument:  
 

1. There were CIA officers who, at the time, ​objected​ to Bush’s torture program and refused 
to participate in it.  

2. Gina Haspel wasn’t one of them.  
 
In fact, Gina Haspel not only wasn’t an objector, she was the one giving orders to torture and 
then tried to destroy the evidence.  
 
What’s more, Rice doesn’t address the argument those who oppose Haspel’s nomination are 
making: ​we should not reward those who tortured. Period.  
 
Oh and don’t fall for the “if not Haspel, then who” trap. How about someone who didn’t torture 
anyone? That would be a good start.  
 
RESOURCES 
 

● For messaging and resources, see last week’s Debrief [​LINK​] 

http://act.winwithoutwar.org/sign/tell-congress-speak-save-iran-deal/
http://www.irandeal.nti.org/
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000163-1d83-d977-a7e7-9d8b23190001
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/04/iran-deal/559235/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/03/un-chief-urges-donald-trump-not-to-scrap-iran-nuclear-deal
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/shredding-iran-deal-huge-geopolitical-mistake-article-1.3965451
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-trump-iran-20180501-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/02/opinion/trump-north-korea-nobel-iran-nuclear-deal.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fopinion&action=click&contentCollection=opinion&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=3&pgtype=sectionfront
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chapman/ct-perspec-chapman-iran-netanyahu-nuclear-trump-20180502-story.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/05/01/opinions/trump-teams-typo-and-netanyahus-fluff-cant-kill-iran-deal-opinion-kirby/index.html
https://iranian.com/2018/05/02/no-typo-irans-nuclear-program/
https://www.mediamatters.org/video/2018/05/01/fox-friends-condoleezza-rice-invokes-911-defend-gina-haspel-against-torture-accusations/220079
http://www.businessinsider.com/the-cias-chief-of-interrogations-quit-in-2003-2014-12
http://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Progressive-Foreign-Policy-Debrief-April-27-2018.pdf


 

  

● See Haspel campaign tools from Indivisible ​​here​​. 
● LETTER from ​prominent health professionals, bioethicists, and public health experts 

expressing concern over Haspel’s nomination and urging selection of a nominee with a 
record of rejecting torture. [​LINK​]​ [​RETWEET​] 

● LETTER: American Psychological Association ​expressing concern about Haspel’s 
nomination, and urging the CIA to take concerted steps to ensure the Senate and public 
have access to still-classified documents to adequately evaluate Haspel’s fitness for the 
position. [​LINK​] 

● ACTION ALERT: Physicians for Human Rights [​LINK​] 
● “10 Reasons Health Professionals Should Oppose Gina Haspel as CIA Director,” 

Physicians for Human Rights [​LINK​] 
● “CIA director Gina Haspel's Thailand torture ties,” BBC News [​LINK​] 
● “Confirming Gina Haspel would be a direct endorsement of torture,” Washington Post 

[​LINK​] 
● “White House preps 27-page talking point defense for controversial CIA nominee,” The 

Hill [​LINK​] 
● “Ex-CIA Official Says Some Torture Videotapes May Still Exist,” the Daily Beast [​LINK​] 
● ICYMI: The ACLU’s Faiz Shakir talked about Haspel’s nomination on Pod Save the 

World [​LINK​] 
 
BEFORE WE START AUTHORIZING NEW WARS, MAYBE WE SHOULD 

TAKE CARE OF THE OLD ONES FIRST 
 
As Congress gears up to debate a new Authorization for the Use of Military Force, and give the 
president even more power to wage endless war around the world (see more on that ​here​), it’s 
probably worth taking a look at the how the war that got all this started is going.  
 
After 17 years of war in Afghanistan, we’re still nowhere near close to anything resembling 
“victory,” as a ​new report​ this week from the ​Special Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction, or SIGAR, pointed out. R. Jeffrey Smith ​shared some of the lowlights​ over at 
Foreign Policy (which we’ve edited for brevity):  
 

● The Afghan economy -- measured in GDP -- ​stopped growing in 2012 and has since 
retrenched​. 
 

● The U.S. has spent $126 billion on relief and reconstruction and ​Afghanistan is the 
183rd worst country in the world to “do business.”​ Less than a third of Afghans are 
connected to the power grid. 
 

http://haspel.indivisible.org/
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/assets/hp-letter-to-senators-haspel-final.pdf
https://twitter.com/P4HR/status/992125177281564673
http://www.apa.org/news/press/statements/haspel-letter.pdf
https://secure.phr.org/secure/tell-your-senators-oppose-haspel-nomination?ms=HaspelAction&utm_source=HaspelAction&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=103783_Haspel%20Action%20Alert%20V2&dm_i=4GV7,282V,1P72VV,8KF6,1
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/blog/10-reasons-health.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-43496212
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/confirming-gina-haspel-would-be-a-direct-endorsement-of-torture/2018/05/03/098b1c78-4994-11e8-8b5a-3b1697adcc2a_story.html?utm_term=.7de351812326
http://thehill.com/policy/national-security/386031-white-house-messaging-document-lists-5-key-talking-points-for-haspel?userid=124956
https://www.thedailybeast.com/ex-cia-official-says-some-torture-videotapes-may-still-exist
https://crooked.com/podcast/cias-tortured-history/
http://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Progressive-Foreign-Policy-Debrief-April-20-2018.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/afghan-security-forces-declining-in-number-us-inspector-general-report-shows/2018/05/01/aa7b7922-4d4d-11e8-85c1-9326c4511033_story.html?utm_term=.af6cb1f9e1bc
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/05/01/the-afghan-war-isnt-being-won-says-new-pentagon-audit/


 

  

● The few economic gains from direct U.S. spending ​are considered unsustainable 
without persistent foreign aid​. 
 

● Afghanistan remains highly unstable​, with more security incidents last year than ever 
recorded.  
 

● Suicide attacks in Afghanistan went up 50 percent in 2017​. Casualties from complex 
attacks and suicide bombings are steadily rising. Sectarian attacks tripled in 2017. 
 

● We’ve spent nearly $9 billion trying to reduce narcotics production in Afghanistan. But 
opium growing has steadily increased, with a 63 percent jump in 2017 alone​. 
 

● Only 65 percent of the population presently lives under Afghan government 
control​, after direct U.S. expenditures to Afghan security forces of $78 billion. “The 
overall trend for the insurgency is rising control over the population,” the report states. 
 

● The number of serving Afghan military and police, meanwhile, ​experienced “a sharp 
decline” last year​ and insider attacks by Afghan soldiers are rising. 
  

● Widespread corruption remains a dragging anchor​ on progress throughout the 
country.  

 
On top of all that, Politico ​reported​ this week that an “extensive effort aimed at weeding out 
Taliban sympathizers and terrorist infiltrators from the Afghan army has slowed the work of a 
new unit of 1,000 military advisers, whose deployment was billed as a key part of the strategy 
President Donald Trump authorized in August.” 
 
“​Afghanistan is a decade-plus Dereliction of Duty,” ​said​ Micah Zenko, a Senior Fellow at 
Chatham House. “Everyone in the Pentagon, [Operation Freedom’s Sentinel] command, or 
deployed on the ground, knows the war is lost, but nobody will say this publicly.” 
 

BURIED LEDES 
 
NO BIG DEAL? The Trump White House ​has​ ​no interest in counting civilian casualties in 
counter-terror strikes​. 
 
A new AUMF being debated in Congress ​could give the president the power​ to ​indefinitely 
imprison U.S. citizens​.  
 
“​There’s a growing risk that [another major war] is about to break out in Syria​, ​pitting 
Israel against Iran​.” 
 

https://www.politico.com/story/2018/05/04/trumps-afghanistan-strategy-local-troops-vetting-518181
https://twitter.com/MicahZenko/status/991328190529507328
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/white-house-ignores-executive-order-requiring-count-of-civilian-casualties-in-counterterrorism-strikes/2018/05/01/2268fe40-4d4f-11e8-af46-b1d6dc0d9bfe_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.b200662c9d01
https://theintercept.com/2018/05/01/ndaa-2018-aumf-detention/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-05-03/israel-sees-iran-war-looming-as-mideast-tinderbox-awaits-a-spark
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-05-03/israel-sees-iran-war-looming-as-mideast-tinderbox-awaits-a-spark


 

  

Atomwaffen is a white supremacist extremist group seeking to start a race war and overthrow 
the government. ​A number in its ranks​ ​are current and former members of the U.S. military​. 
 
The U.S. and its friends and allies account for 63.3 percent of military spending 
worldwide​. The U.S. alone is 35 percent. Russia and China account for ​just 17.8 percent​, 
combined.  
 
Trump wanted to withdraw all U.S. troops from Korean peninsula​ back in February, but was 
reportedly​ talked about of it by his Chief of Staff.  
 
Is the Trump administration bribing Ukraine​ to not cooperate with special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s investigation ​in exchange for weapons sales​? 
 
AND FINALLY, ​May the Fourth Be With You!​ “​Preferably, the force of the U.S. military,” ​says 
the Prince of Famine. “Thanks, guys, for the bombs, jet fuel, and intelligence, without oversight 
from Congress. Makes it real easy to keep bombing civilians in Yemen.” 

https://www.propublica.org/article/atomwaffen-division-hate-group-active-duty-military
https://www.defensenews.com/industry/2018/05/02/us-remains-top-military-spender-sipri-reports/
https://twitter.com/annafifield/status/991124809995227137
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/02/world/europe/ukraine-mueller-manafort-missiles.html
https://twitter.com/PrinceFamine/status/992429311146844160

