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In Remembrance. 

Today, people across the country, and the world, remember the tragic events of September 11, 
2001. The many lives lost on that day, those who suffered from the backlash of fear and hatred, 
and the ongoing tragedies of the wars that came next — we hold these in our minds and hearts. 

Next week, we will explore the disastrous foreign policy legacy of the 9/11 aftermath in detail. 
But for today, we simply acknowledge, we remember, and we mourn. 

 
 
The Takeaway: 

● Almost 80 million people around the world are currently displaced from their homes. 
Rather than a crisis of migrants, this should be treated as a crisis of displacement. 

● Disastrous military adventurism, destabilizing hybrid wars, profit-first trade policy, and an 
abject failure to confront the climate crisis — U.S. foreign policy, in its many forms, is a 
major driver of global displacement. 

● To confront this displacement crisis, we must do more than welcome those seeking 
refuge — we must end our role in the displacement in the first place. That means 
breaking with the failed status quo and ensuring that U.S. foreign policy puts the 
wellbeing of people first.  

 
 

Behind the Displacement Crisis: U.S. Foreign Policy 
 
Greece’s largest refugee camp burned to the ground this week, leaving almost 13,000 people 
without shelter. An unmitigated tragedy in its own right, the fire at Moria is also a solemn 
reminder: though it has largely faded from the headlines, the global “migrant crisis” is ongoing.  
 
The phrase “migrant crisis,” however, is misleading. Defined largely from the perspective of 
those in the United States and Europe, “migrant crisis” implies a crisis of migrants — that the 
problem is the influx of people itself. Rather, this is a crisis for migrants. The suffering is theirs, 
the tragedy that they were forced to leave their homes in the first place. What we face is a 
displacement crisis — one that is currently impacting almost 80 million people around the world. 
And one of the major causes of this crisis is U.S. foreign policy.  

 

https://inthesetimes.com/article/how-the-u-s-government-used-9-11-to-criminalize-people-of-color
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54082201
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html


 

  
 

 
The True Costs of War 
This week, the Costs of War project at Brown University released a new report finding that at 
least 37 million people have been displaced as a result of U.S.-involved wars since 2001. 
Thirty-seven million. This appalling statistic is the “conservative estimate,” including only 
displacement from U.S. military actions in Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, the 
Philippines, Libya and Syria, but not the many smaller operations in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Mali, Niger, and elsewhere. While the report doesn’t claim that 
the United States is directly responsible for the entire figure, the United States has, in each 
case, significantly fanned the flames of conflict with its wanton militarism. Whatever the exact 
number displaced, one thing is clear: our endless wars have a terrible human cost, not only in 
lives lost, but also in homes lost. 
 
Sanctions, Coups, and Proxy Warfare 
Hybrid wars — disinformation campaigns, sanctions, intelligence-backed coups and 
assassinations, proxy wars, and more — are regular weapons in the arsenal of U.S. foreign 
policy, used to punish, and in many cases induce regime change of, any foreign government 
deemed a threat. Though less overt than full-scale invasions, they can be just as destructive. 
Central America, for example, is one of the greatest sources of migration to the United States. 
It’s no coincidence that this is a region marred by decades of deadly U.S. interventions, from 
financing death squads in Nicaragua, to backing a genocidal right-wing government in 
Guatemala, to supporting a coup in Honduras in 2002. Right now, one of Latin America’s 
greatest displacement crises is in Venezuela, where over 4 million people have fled their homes 
as a result of the economic collapse — a collapse that U.S. sanctions have greatly exacerbated.  
 
A Profit-First Global Economy 
Many of the world’s displaced millions are forced from their homes not by bombs but by 
economic necessity. Here, too, U.S. foreign policy has played a leading role: the neoliberal 
global economic order that emerged from the economic crises of the 1970s, an order designed 
to benefit the few at the expense of the many, was built largely by the United States. From 
Structural Adjustment Programs to trade regulations obstructing economic development, the 
rules of the global economy systematically impoverish. On top of this, institutions like the World 
Bank and trade agreements like NAFTA have incentivized the dispossession of peasant and 
Indigenous Peoples from their lands to make room for large-scale agribusiness, displacing 
millions. Those who leave their homes in search of economic opportunity are rarely considered 
refugees, but they should be. As much as those fleeing war, economic refugees are victims of 
circumstances beyond their control — circumstances often created by U.S. policy decisions. 
 
Climate Refugees 
On top of this all is the immediate and unprecedented threat of the climate crisis. Natural 
disasters from hurricanes to wildfires, previously fertile lands rendered arid by changing 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/08/magazine/displaced-war-on-terror.html
https://twitter.com/davidsvine/status/1304068747779432454
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/central-american-immigrants-united-states-2017
https://theintercept.com/2018/11/28/killing-asylum-how-decades-of-u-s-policy-ravaged-central-america/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/daily/march99/guatemala11.htm
https://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-americas/la-fg-guatemala-war-aftermath-20180903-story.html
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/08/us-honduras-coup-manuel-zelaya-exile-excerpt
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-48559739
https://cepr.net/images/stories/reports/venezuela-sanctions-2019-04.pdf
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2019/05/24/right-stay-home
https://ips-dc.org/structural_adjustment_programs/
https://fpif.org/kicking_away_the_ladder_the_real_history_of_free_trade/
https://www.oaklandinstitute.org/open-letter-world-bank-20th-land-poverty-conference
https://www.oaklandinstitute.org/open-letter-world-bank-20th-land-poverty-conference
https://www.iatp.org/documents/counting-costs-agricultural-dumping
https://nacla.org/news/displaced-people-nafta%E2%80%99s-most-important-product


 

  
 

temperatures, wars over increasingly scarce resources, cities flooded by rising sea levels, the 
fascist resurgence that thrives off of the instability of crisis — all of these, and more, are ways 
that the climate crisis is already multiplying global displacement. One new report finds that 1.2 
billion people could be displaced by the climate crisis within 30 years. And once again, the 
United States stands at the center: responsible for 40% of global CO2 emissions, and utterly 
failing to do the bare minimum to confront the crisis. 
 
Fighting Displacement at the Roots 
Militarized U.S. foreign policies create the conditions that force millions around the world to flee 
from their homes in search of a better life. But when the survivors seek refuge within U.S. 
borders, they are either met with cruel indifference — Trump is now considering suspending all 
refugee admissions for the coming fiscal year — or brutality. Meanwhile, the lucky few who are 
able to enter are held up as an example of humanitarian generosity. This is not enough. Justice 
for migrants means welcoming the displaced with open arms, not just because they are in need, 
but as reparation for the United States’ role in their harm. More than that, we must seek to 
change the conditions that force people from their homes in the first place. A first step is ending 
endless war. To ultimately end the displacement crisis, we need a new U.S. foreign policy 
— one rooted in peace, shared prosperity, and justice for all. 

 
BURIED LEDES 

 
For many, today’s anniversary is a reminder of the wave of anti-Muslim discrimination that 
followed the September 11 attacks — a wave that continues on today. Here are some resources 
to help recognize, confront, and dismantle Islamophobia. 
 
Deadly wildfires are raging across the western United States. We are in a climate emergency 
and we need action now. 
 
Yes, Donald Trump is withdrawing some troops from Iraq. His recent announcement would 
bring U.S. troop levels all the way down to… where they were five years ago. Hardly an end to 
endless war. 
 
This limited troop drawdown came soon after Trump (rightfully) criticized the influence of the 
war industry. But don’t be fooled: his actions and his words could hardly be more different. 
Trump is no friend of progressive foreign policy. 
 
Africa has long been forced to suffer under a failed, Western-imposed model of development. 
Enough is enough. Over 600 academics have signed a letter calling for a restoration of African 
monetary sovereignty in response to the pandemic. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/09/climate-crisis-could-displace-12bn-people-by-2050-report-warns
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(20)30196-0/fulltext
https://theintercept.com/2018/12/05/green-new-deal-proposal-impacts/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-refugees-exclusive/exclusive-trump-administration-considers-postponing-refugee-admissions-u-s-official-says-idUSKBN2612SO
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2018/11/26/why-tear-gas-lobbed-migrants-southern-border-is-banned-warfare/
https://www.justiceformuslims.org/islamophobia
https://newrepublic.com/article/159313/drilling-oil-california-burns
https://twitter.com/SPMiles42/status/1303675926761426945?s=20
https://twitter.com/AkbarSAhmed/status/1304053701246623746?s=20
https://twitter.com/rabrowne75/status/1303038895806992384
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/donald-trump-loves-war_n_5f597b61c5b62874bc1802fa
https://progressive.international/wire/2020-09-09-africas-pandemic-response-calls-for-reclaiming-economic-and-monetary-sovereignty/en


 

  
 

 
The militarization of domestic policing and the militarization of U.S. foreign policy are linked. 
Here’s how local police came to look like U.S. special forces. 
 
bUt HoW wIlL yOu PaY fOr It?! Arms manufacturer Northrop Grumman has received the first 
contract in a new $85 billion missile program. That’s right, in the middle of a combined 
pandemic, police violence crisis, and climate collapse, we’re still spending billions on 
unnecessary, new weapons of war. 
 
Rep. Joaquin Castro’s bid for House Foreign Affairs Committee Chair is part and parcel of the 
energy around progressive foreign policy that has been building over the last several years. 
 
And finally, the Smithsonian National Zoo’s new addition is unbearably cute. 

 

https://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020.06.05_Debrief_Black-Lives-Matter.pdf
https://twitter.com/insidernews/status/1303389817531752448
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-09-08/northrop-contract-develop-icbm
https://www.newstatesman.com/world/2020/09/joaquin-castro-congressman-hoping-transform-us-foreign-policy
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=708481669742139

