November 10, 2026
Dear Members of Congress,

In Tuesday’s elections, people across the United States made their will resoundingly clear: they
want to end President Trump’s war on Iran, its resulting violence, and its downstream economic
hardship, immediately. Ending this war cannot wait.

We, the 74 undersigned civil society organizations, urge you to respond to this mandate by
blocking any new or continued funding for this disastrous war or increases to Pentagon funding
beyond the already outrageous $1 trillion that the White House pushed through Congress last year.
Lawmakers should continue to push in the remainder of this Congress for a clear legislative
restriction prohibiting funding for this war, and should that fail, prioritize passing such a restriction
with the utmost urgency in the next Congress under a new majority.

A pre-elections Gallup poll found that the war was “very” or “extremely” important to more than
three-fourths of registered voters, and exit polling from last week found that 74% considered it a
“crucial” or “maijor” factor in their decision. Voters’ full-throated rejection of the war is no surprise.
The president’s decision to launch a war on Iran without Congress’ authorization or the barest
attempt at securing public buy-in shocked the nation. Horrific U.S. strikes on a school, a sports hall,
a wedding, and other clear civilian objects have collectively killed and injured hundreds of innocent
people in Iran and across the region, many of them children. U.S. servicemembers and their
families have suffered, with more than 20 killed and hundreds more injured in strikes on U.S. bases
and outposts. Surging costs from the war have since drained household finances, as spikes in
energy costs quickly reverberated through the economy. Everything from the price of staple goods
to interest on new mortgages has risen precipitously. Many of the same households dealing with
this war-induced cost-of-living crisis are simultaneously hurting from the administration’s dramatic
cuts to Medicaid, SNAP, and other vital programs — a trillion dollars in cuts which all must be
reversed.

The link between our ongoing cost-of-living crisis and the prosecution of a war of choice is painfully
apparent to the public. Any lawmaker who approaches this lame duck period with a
“business-as-usual” mindset will fumble the popular mandate just handed to them. Legislators must
wield their power of the purse to rein in the president’s outrageous spending on a war most
Americans do not want and did not ask for.

Even with robust opposition during the lame duck, preventing Trump’s war from becoming yet
another endless conflict will require aggressive action at the start of the 120th Congress. While we
welcome further war powers votes, we urge the committees on foreign affairs and armed services
to expedite consideration of legislation terminating funding for the war. Any such effort would only
reinforce a new Congress’ commitment to addressing the affordability crunch and constitutional
crisis created by the illegal war.

As the president escalates his lawless assumption of powers he does not have, Congress must
escalate in turn by exercising the powers the Constitution has granted it. The people have voted for


https://news.gallup.com/poll/716333/issues-voters-say-matter-midterm.aspx
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2026-elections/exit-polls

you to check this administration and meet the needs of communities across the United States. This
effort begins with ending Trump’s Iran war, using all tools and opportunities at your disposal.

Sincerely,
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